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FOREWORD 


Miss Liti Réthi, in these drawings, again shows the rare talents displayed in her 


previous work in the construction field. 


The Commission on the Renovation of the Executive Mansion, ably advised by 
their consultants, and represented in the field by personnel of the highest class, 


afforded the contractor the fullest cooperation throughout the work. 


Obviously, the pictures portray only a small portion of the finished work since 


their subject, the Underpinning, represents only about one-fifth of the total cost. 


However, the same careful planning and skilful execution which has been so suc- 
cessful in the Underpinning is certain to result in a structure which will live for 


centuries to come as a monument to all our chief executives. 


The White House from the North. This view has changed 


little since 1829 when the North Portico was completed. 


The White House from the South. Unchanged over the years 
except for the recent addition of the balcony. The south 
lawn has been used by the contractors for the access ramp 


to the interior, as well as for the storage of materials. 


North East corner of the White House. The reconstruction included several 
underground structures outside the building, involving deep excava- 


tion, concrete construction, and the underpinning of the east corridor. 


Interior looking east through one of the original brick arches of the ground 
floor. The underpinning is now complete and demolition and excavation 
for the new basement are under way. Nearly all the steel in sight was installed 
as a temporary support of the third floor and roof and replaced the old 


crumbling interior masonry walls until the permanent steel could be erected. 


Interior looking southwest during the excavation period. Front-end loaders 
are filling small dump trucks which enter and leave the building by means of 
a ramp passing through the underpinning. Vertical scars on the exterior 
wall, seen left of the center of the drawing, mark the former locations of the 


interior walls, some of which are seen being torn down in the background. 


Draftsman’s perspective of a corner of the White House 
cut away to show the underpinning, the new basement 


and mezzanine and the new steel frame work in place. 
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